
● For your 9th Grade Summer Reading Assignment you will read the book
● I Am Malala, written by Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb, and complete the

following guided notes. (Do not read the Young Readers Edition of this book)

DIRECTIONS:
● As you read, complete the guided notes below.  Example responses are provided for you.

Remember these are just notes, not complicated responses. Try your best!

● When we are in class in August, we will spend the first few weeks discussing and writing
about the book. These notes will help guide your reading and prepare you for our
awesome class activities and analysis. This assignment is worth 42 points and summer
reading will be a part of each student’s first quarter English grade.

● Audio Book: I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by…
● If you chose to listen to portions of the book while completing your guided notes, please

do so with subtitles/captions ON.

Prologue: The Day My World Changed Your Notes:

Examples

● After being shot, Malala was removed
from her life in Pakistan. How is her new
country, England, different from her old
one ?

Everything is more modern.
Food comes in packages.
Water runs from the tap and electricity works well.

● Malala describes herself as being a
“bookish” girl. What does she mean by
this?

She likes to study.
She likes to read.
Exams don’t bother her much.

● Explain what happened when Malala was
shot.

She was riding the bus to school when suddenly
the bus stopped.
A man said he wanted to ask some questions
about a student. A man got onto the back of the
bus, asked “Who is Malala?” and then shot her
once through the left eye socket. He then fired
three more shots that hit her friends.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x82C-BhqzkE


● Chapters: 1- 4

1. Why was it a gloomy day for Pashtuns
when a daughter was born?

2. How does Malala describe her home in
Swat, Pakistan?

3. Even while growing up, Malala
contemplates her freedom as a female.
Why?

4. What does Malala’s father say is the root
of all Pakistan’s problems?

5. Why were people optimistic after Benazir
Bhutto was elected as the prime minister?

6. Malala’s father’s dream of opening a
school almost came crashing down many
times, but what changed everything?

7. Just as Malala changed her father’s life,
what happened in the world that changed
Malala’s?

● Chapters  5 - 6

8. Why might Malala be described as a
“competitive” person?

9. Why does Malala say she has a problem
with the Pashtunwali code?



10. What does the phrase: “The stone of
Pashto does not rust in water” mean?

● Chapters  7 -  8

11. There is a Mullah who lives close to
Malala’s father’s school. Why does he
want to shut the school down?

12. How does the MMA government try to
“remove all traces of womankind from
public life”?

13. How do the Mullahs use the earthquake to
their advantage?

● Chapters  9 - 11

14. Why does Malala compare the Taliban to
vampires?

15. Why was Fazlullah able to exploit the
ignorance of his people?

16. In an effort to stand up to the Taliban,
what does Malala’s father do?

17. “If there is a snake or a lion coming to
attack us, what would we say is good, the
snake or the lion?” Explain what this quote
means to Malala and the people of
Pakistan.

18. What does Malala begin to believe about
her mission in life–her campaign for



education?

19. What does Malala reveal about her
feelings for education (and those of her
parents)?

● Chapters 12 - 14

20. When people were murdered at night,
sometimes there would be earthquakes.
How did the people of Swat feel about
this?

21. Why does Malala agree to write the diary
for the BBC correspondent?

22. Why does Malala use the pseudonym
(fake name) Gul Makai when she is
writing her diary?

23. Why does Malala’s father think the Taliban
are against education?

24. How is Malala able to start attending
school again?

● Chapters 15 - 17

25. When Malala’s family returns to their
home, after being away for three months,
quite a few things have changed. What
surprise awaits Malala?

26. How was Malala inspired when she
traveled to Islamabad?

27. Why does Malala want to become a
politician?

28. What sort of prize did Malala receive in
2011?

29. How does Malala decide to help others
with all of her prize money?



● Chapters 18 -20

30. Malala says that people have it all wrong.
When women in Pakistan say that they
want independence, what do they really
mean (according to Malala)?

31. Why are the Taliban going to kill Malala?

32. How did Pakistan intelligence agents
make things harder for Malala and her
family?

● Chapters 21 - 22

33. Where was Malala’s father when he
received word that she had been shot?

34. Why did Malala’s father think that the
Taliban came for his daughter, instead of
him?

35. While Malala was in the hospital, what
statement did the Taliban issue?

36. Why were the British doctors intent on
moving Malala?

37. Why didn’t Malala’s father accompany her
to England?

● Chapters 23 - 24



38. Why does Malala feel that God spared
her–gave her a second life?

39. Malala believes in “types” of people. Fill in the blanks: “ One __________________________,
one _______________________________, one
________________________ and one
_______________________can change the world.”

40. A man from the Taliban writes Malala a
memorable letter. Why does it stand out in
her mind?

● Epilogue

41. What is Malala’s last wish in the book?

42. What does Malala mean when she says
“I am Malala. My world has changed but I
have not.”


